
Colorado Suzuki Institute 
Beaver Creek at Vail 

373 Clermont St. ?  Denver, CO 80220-5641 ?  (303) 399-5764 ?  FAX (303) 399-2999 ?  email: gailseay@coloradosuzuki.org 

Piano Solo with String Quartet Honors Recitals at CSI 2008 
Session 1: There will be 2 solo recitals, one each afternoon at 4:45pm, on Tuesday and Wednesday. 
Session 2: There will be 2 solo recitals, one each afternoon at 4:45pm, on Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Recitals are approximately 45 minutes in length and participants are chosen though a DVD/Video tape audition 
process before Institute. Approximately 6 students per recital will be chosen to perform, representing all instruments 
and a variety of levels. Audition tapes are judged anonymously by an impartial, rotating committee of experienced 
teachers. Students are chosen who the committee feels will best represent fine examples of Suzuki performance for 
their age and level. 

All students applying will be notified by letter mailed on April 30, 2008, and students who are chosen to perform 
will be assigned a day for their performance. (Great care is given to programming recitals; changes of performance 
days are not possible.) Regardless of your day of performance, all rehearsals with the string quartet will be between 
12 noon and 2 PM on the Monday, June 9 or 16, depending upon which session you perform.  A required meeting 
and backstage tour from 2:30-3:30 PM of all performers will follow the rehearsals.   

Please send your DVD or videotape, VHS (US playback system only), with accompaniment, to the address given 
above, received by April 10, 2008. Late auditions cannot be accepted. Only DVD or VHS videotapes can be 
accepted; do not send an audiocassette.  Incomplete forms will be returned to you. 

 

SUGGESTIONS AND THINGS TO CONSIDER:   

? The home private teacher must view the videotape and sign that they have approved the tape before mailing.  
Plan your timing to allow that the teacher has the tape at least 1 week before the mailing deadline. 
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              ?  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -?  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -?  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -?             
PIANO SOLO with STRING QUARTET RECITAL APPLICATION 

Session:      1        2       Instrument:_____________  Suzuki Book and Piece # of piece performed: ____:____ 
            circle one                  Book   Piece # 

Name:________________________________________________   Age on 6/1/2008 _________ 
Last     First 

Number of years of instruction  ____________   
 

Piece Performed on Tape _____________________________________________________________________ 

Composer ___________________________________  Performance Time in Minutes  __________________ 

 

Teacher:  Please sign below to indicate that you have viewed this video and recommend this student and the above-specified 
choice of recital piece for a solo recital at CSI. 

Signature of teacher  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone  (          ) ______________________  Email:_____________________________________________ 



? Preference is given to shorter pieces so that more students can perform. 

? Include only 1 piece per tape.  Different instruments are heard by different people. 

? Does the camera view show the full body for posture and a clear view of the hands? 

? Solo performers only.  Do NOT record a group performance with an attached note telling which one is 
your child.  NO costumes, clown hats, etc.— they tend to distort the performer’s appearance. 

? Use a tripod if at all possible.  Hand held cameras make poor audition tapes. 

? Take a look at the background.  Is there a dog barking, a jet flying overhead, a siren blaring outside?  
These sounds make it difficult to hear the tone of the musician!  If the quality of the video sound is so poor 
that it makes the student sound out of tune or playing with a bad tone, it doesn’t lead to successful entries. 

? View the light contrast.  Is the performer standing as a silhouette against a bright light or a window?  
Make sure the soloist can be seen, including hands! 

? Preview the tape.  Listen for these criteria:

?  Is there sound?  
?  Is there a picture? 
?  Are the notes & rhythms accurate? 

?  Is the solo played without stopping? 
?  Is the tempo steady? 

? Rewind the tape to the beginning.  Do not request that we begin the tape where you have it pre-set.  
Tapes are heard several times and by different listeners so the solo must be at the beginning of the tape. 

? Package your tape/DVD carefully.  Each year several arrive with the cases crushed. 

? Use the confirmation process of your shipping method.  Do not call the office and ask if your tape arrived.  
We receive about 800 tapes each spring and checking is not possible. 

? Mail the tape by the deadline.  Late tapes are not accepted. 

? The home private teacher must view the videotape and sign that they have approved the tape before 
mailing.  As a courtesy to your home teacher, plan your timing to allow that the teacher has the tape at 
least 1 week before the mailing deadline. 


